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C. ARANGANAYAGAM L - Fort St.-George
~ Minister for Education Madras-600009.
Government of Tamilnadu 27-12-80

P o~

The Government of Tamilnadu, under a special scheme of
publication of unpublished Tamil Manuscripts have come forward
to undertake the printing and publishing of all the available
unpublished Tamil Manuscripts in the State. Necessary funds
towards the publication have been provided for the purpose. It
is estimated that several hundred unpublished Tamil manuscripts
dealing with native medicines, mathematics, music, fine arts, and
literary comporitions of various nature, are lying unpublished in
different Manuscripts Libraries of this State and also in other
parts of the country. Various Manixscript Libraries in the State,
have been approached to make available their unpublished texts
for publication. The authorities of these Manuscripts Libraries
have come forward with interest and enthusiasm to afford
necessary facilities for the same. Eminent Tamil Scholars,
well-versed in the art of editing have been requested to take up
the work of editing. Under the scheme the texts will be critically
edited with suitable foot-notes and brief introductory analysis
both in English and Tamil for the benefit of researchers and
scholars. The selection of manuscripts, copying and editing
have been entrusted to the Tamilnadu State Department of
Archacology. ‘ '



So far the texts of 75 manuscripts have been copied anc'll a
number of them edited and are made available in printed
form in this series. I am thankful to all the instituti&?ns‘
and scholars ‘who have come forward to join the Government
in this venture. It is only a beginning and I do ho'lpe
that all the available texts will be in the hands of scholars,
educational institutions and public Libraries, so that the contri-
bution of the Tamils through the centuries in different fields v»)ill
be available for the proper understanding and comprehensmn of
the Tamil Language, Literature and Culture. ;

C. ARANG ANAYAGAM|
27-12-80. '



INTRODUCTION

‘Sankaramurtik-Kovai’ is a manuscript, preserved in
Dr. U. V. Swaminatha Iyer Library. Itis a ‘Kovai’ literature,
on the patron Sinkaramarti of Nallur, in TenPandinadu. From
the references in the text, itis learnt that the patron was a
Vellala by caste, who had the plough as his flag. He is said to
belong to the Ganga Kula family. Sankaramarti was a great Tamil
“scholar, well versed in the ‘Thirukkural’ of Valluvar. Among
his titles Anapayan and Abirama, deserve special mention.
He was a great devotee of Lord Siva of Tirunelveli and Lord
Vishnu of Alwar Thirunagari.

The name of the author of this text is not known.

A manuscript ‘Thifuvenkatanithan Vandu vidu tadu’ is also
preserved in U. V. Swaminatha Iyer library which is published
in the series. From that work it is learnt that one Sankaramurti
was a brother-in-law of the patron Thiruvenkatanathan of Kuru-
kur. Itis not unlikely that this text Sankaramurtikkovai is
on the patron identical with the one mentioned in ‘Thiruvenkata-
nathan vandu vidu tadu’. This text is therefore assignable to the
18th century A.D.

I am thankful to Pulavar Thiru K. Sundaramoorthy for
having critically edited this text. For the authorities of Dr. U.V-
Swaminatha Iyer Library, Thiruvanmiyur, I express my thanks
for making available this text for publication.

R. NAGASWAMY
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